
75.21% 179

1.68% 4

10.08% 24

11.34% 27

5.46% 13

Q1 Please indicate your connection(s) to
the Upper Canada District School Board.

Answered: 238 Skipped: 0

Total Respondents: 238  

# Other:  (please specify) Date

1 My child will be attending school come this September. 1/30/2017 10:44 PM

2 I am a parent of a child who will enter the UCDSB in the fall of 2018. 1/30/2017 10:36 PM

3 I am a parent who's child will be attending a UCDSB school. 1/29/2017 8:01 AM

4 I am a parent whose children will be attending ucdsb 1/27/2017 8:36 PM

5 Future parent of UCDSB 1/27/2017 2:32 PM

6 Future UCDSB parent (2019 entry) 1/27/2017 1:53 PM

7 I am a community member with children soon entering ucdsb schools 1/27/2017 10:09 AM

8 Community member with a child starting school in 2018 1/27/2017 9:36 AM

9 I will be registering my child in the UCDSB for kindergarten to start September 2017. 1/26/2017 6:29 PM

10 Parent with children about to attend UCDSB schools 11/8/2016 2:51 PM

11 My nieces are students at Kemptville Public School which, I'm given to understand, is under review for closure or,
rather, the decision for closure has already been made and the committee is now seeking to justify its' decision.

10/21/2016 10:05 AM

I am a
parent/guard...

I am a student
attending a...

I am an UCDSB
employee

I am a
community...

Other:
(please...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

I am a parent/guardian of student(s) at UCDSB school(s)

I am a student attending a UCDSB School

I am an UCDSB employee

I am a community member without children attending UCDSB Schools

Other:  (please specify)
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12 My daughter attended school at Oxford On Rideau in Oxford Mills, ON 10/16/2016 11:29 AM

13 Related to children attending UCDSB schools 10/13/2016 10:35 PM
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Q2 The draft recommendations contained in
the Initial Staff Report for the

Accommodation Review are organized by
Feeder Groups of Schools. This refers to
the elementary schools and secondary

school(s) that students attend in
accordance with school

program boundaries.Please choose from
the list below, the feeder group of schools

for which you would like to provide
feedback. (Please note that there are no

recommendations impacting the
Gananoque or Russell Feeder Groups.)

Answered: 238 Skipped: 0
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Brockville -
(Brockville ...

Cornwall -
(Cornwall...

Seaway -
(Seaway...

North
Grenville -...

South
Grenville -...

Tagwi - (Tagwi
SS, Maxville...

Rothwell-Osnabr
uck -...

Glengarry -
(Glengarry D...

Char-Lan -
(Char-Lan DH...

Almonte -
(Almonte DHS...

Carleton Place
- (Carleton...

Perth - (Perth
DCI, Drummon...

Rockland -
(Rockland DH...

Vankleek Hill
- (Vankleek...

Rideau -
(Rideau DHS,...

Smiths Falls -
(Smiths Fall...

Athens -
(Athens DHS,...

North Dundas -
(North Dunda...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses
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0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

100.00%
238

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

Total 238

Brockville - (Brockville CI, Thousand Islands SS, Commonwealth PS, Front of Yonge ES, Lyn PS, Prince of Wales PS, Toniata PS, Vanier PS, and
Westminster PS)

Cornwall  - (Cornwall Collegiate Vocational School, St. Lawrence Secondary School, Bridgewood P.S., Central P.S., Eamer’s Corners P.S.,Viscount
Alexander P.S.)

Seaway - (Seaway District HS, Iroquois PS, Morrisburg PS)

North Grenville - (North Grenville DHS, Kemptville PS, Merrickville PS, Oxford-On-Rideau PS, South Branch ES)

South Grenville - (South Grenville DHS, Benson PS, Centennial '67 PS, Maynard PS, South Edwardsburg PS, Wellington ES)

Tagwi - (Tagwi SS, Maxville PS, North Stormont PS, Roxmore PS)

Rothwell-Osnabruck - (Rothwell-Osnabruck School (k-12), Longue Sault PS)

Glengarry - (Glengarry DHS, Laggan PS)

Char-Lan - (Char-Lan DHS, S.J. Mcleod PS, Williamstown PS)

Almonte - (Almonte DHS, Naismith Memorial PS, Pakenham PS, R Tait McKenzie PS)

Carleton Place - (Carleton Place DHS, Arklan Community PS, Beckwith PS, Caldwell Street PS)

Perth - (Perth DCI, Drummond PS, Glen Tay PS, Maple Grove PS, North Elmsley PS, Queen Elizabeth PS, The Stewart PS)

Rockland - (Rockland DHS, Rockland PS, Plantagenet PS)

Vankleek Hill - (Vankleek Hill CI, Pleasant Corners PS) * impacted by Glengarry recommendations

Rideau - (Rideau DHS, Rideau Centennial ES, Rideau Vista PS, South Crosby PS, Sweets Corners ES)

Smiths Falls - (Smiths Falls DCI, Chimo ES, Duncan J Schoular PS, Lombardy PS, Montague PS, Wolford PS)

Athens - (Athens DHS, Meadowview PS, Pineview PS)

North Dundas - (North Dundas DHS, Chesterville PS, Nationview PS, Winchester PS) *impacted by Seaway recommendations
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16.46% 27

32.32% 53

35.98% 59

15.24% 25

Q15 Please provide your response to these
Draft Recommendations. Select the
statement(s) that best describe your

thoughts, you will be asked to expand in the
next set of questions.

Answered: 164 Skipped: 74

Total 164

Yes, I support
all of the...

I support some
parts of the...

No, I don't
support the...

I have an
alternative ...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Yes, I support all of the DRAFT recommendations for this feeder group of schools.

I support some parts of the DRAFT recommendations for this feeder group of schools.

No, I don't support the DRAFT recommendations for this feeder group of schools at all and I don't have an alternative suggestion at this time.

I have an alternative to the DRAFT recommendations that would meet the board's objective to reduce surplus space in this feeder group of schools.
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Q16 If you indicated in Q3. that you support
some or all of the Draft Recommendations

for this feeder group of schools, please
describe what elements of the

recommendations are favourable to you.
Answered: 60 Skipped: 178

# Responses Date

1 I support all but the boundary. 2/6/2017 6:40 PM

2 I agree with the closure of Oxford on Rideau school. We live on out of the boundary but chose to send our children to
south branch because Oxford on Rideau even 8 years ago when we made this decision was too small to offer the
same opportunities for learning and socialization. Because of that decision we have been considered cross boundary
and not been eligible for bus service. The school has been dwindling for as long as we've lived in the area. Arguments
made by some parents about the quality of teaching or personal attention their kids receive because of a smaller
school that is not present at larger schools such as SB are unfounded. My oldest child was shy and had social anxiety
when starting school. The staff at SB are amazing! They worked to help my child through the fears at my child's own
pace. Now my child is at NGDHS and much more confident.

2/6/2017 6:37 PM

3 Email received: As for the proposal of both Kemptville Public and South Branch becoming dual track I actually like this
idea...it makes sense, HOWEVER if this were the case why impose a border change?? Both schools would be offering
the same program. Would a better recommendation for this draft not be keeping the options open as to what school
parents would like their children to attend even with the dual track? That way the dual bus service that is being
provided currently where 2 schools share they same bus can still be offered all the while continuing to save the board
money with busing. If Oxford where to close why can we not filter these students into both South Branch and
Kemptville Public as both schools would be providing the Dual Track program anyhow? It just seems SO many
children would be forced to be uprooted from schools that remain open! How many students attend? I have read
according to Grenville Family of schools Profile page for Oxford that there are only 100 students there. That certainly
doesn't seem like a huge impact between 2 schools to filter those students into both South Branch and Kemptville
Public. This current recommendation draft would force not only 100 student out of a school but 100'S!!!! That's
completely ridiculous! If you look at South Branch's profile we have 80 student spaces available. Why are we not
utilizing that? While Kemptville Public is over capacity when the new school opens will they not have room for some of
the children filtered out of Oxford making less of an impact on 1 school.

2/2/2017 4:27 PM

4 Parts 1-3 are favourable. I do not agree with dual track French immersion at MPS - we would lose our teachers, there
would be more split classes and our core program at MPS is phenomenal.

2/2/2017 4:23 PM

5 I support parts 1-3 2/1/2017 6:37 PM

6 While I see that some changes need to be made. I don't agree with closing Oxford-on-Rideau public school and
amalgamation those students into South Branch and KPS. I also DO NOT AGREE with the potential new boundaries
that make take place. My child has been in KPS since starting in JK. My child has high anxiety and this proposed
boundary change would see our child having to attend South Branch, while the majority of friends would remain at
KPS. This is neither fair or ok! I have just recently enrolled my other child at KPS and was not told of the possibility
that we may have to change to South Branch. We DO NOT like South Branch's program and the fact that the French
immersion program would be new to SB would be a disaster for the first few years as new programs ALWAYS
experience glitches....and I don't want my to be caught in that mess! We enrolled our children with KPS because their
program better suits our family's needs and wishes. While I understand that things change, this new potential boundary
change would be absolutely ridiculous!

1/31/2017 1:17 PM

7 Offer French immersion in merrickville and Oxford consolidate wil ford if it doesn't make counting times to long for
weary young kids Leave kps and south branch as is .. In my experience when you offer both streams in the same
school you tend to end up with kids feeling excluded because they aren't like the test of the kids ... Bullying is already
too prevalent why tax the system with more

1/30/2017 11:12 PM

8 3 and 4 1/30/2017 11:11 PM
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9 I am a mother of children who attend South Branch. First and foremost what upsets me most about this draft is the
imposed attendance boundary. The board is taking options away from parents. Parents should not be forced into 1
school when 2 schools are located so closely in town. That forces parents to choose between 1 UCDSB or a Catholic
school. If this was to occur I would be forced to switch my children out of school they have grown up in, a school they
have flourished in, and a school they have deep pride for. Parents have also invested so much in their children's
schools. Not only emotionally, but academically I don't see how uprooting a child from a school they are flourishing in
could be of any benefit. The thought of this is even stressing my kids out at the moment. Its not as if South Branch or
Kemptville Public are the schools that are closing, so why force more children then necessary out of schools?
Children's well being in my opinion (and I know every parent I have talked to feels the same way) is NOT being put
first. While I understand the boards hands are tied with less funding leading to these school closures, but there has to
be a better way to put students first. If the border was imposed as a result of Oxford on the Rideau's closure PLEASE
PLEASE allow students already enrolled in either South Branch or Kemptville Public to remain in those schools. From
what I have heard there would be a phase out/phase in process where a "grandfather" option is a good possibility for
children to stay enrolled in the schools they are already in, however there is an understanding that this may only apply
to older students and in that case I would more then likely have 1 child in 1 school and my 2nd child in another school.
And this would be the case for SO many families. What a nightmare. Is the plan with the new Kemptville Public that
the current bus service situation where 1 bus company has both South Branch and Kemptville Public riding together on
1 bus to disappear and that's why the border would be imposed? If that were to happen with a grandfather clause
being allowed would these children even have a bus service or would parents be stuck in a situation where they would
have to find alternative travel into the school? I know for so many this is not an option including my family. Being rural
we rely on the the buses to take our children to and from school. In addition to separating schools onto separate buses
would this not impose a high additional cost to the board? My understanding is the board is trying to save money with
the accommodation review? I see a need for more buses with the new Kemptville Public being built in a location in
town where less children can actually walk to school, but wouldn't adding a few more buses still be less cost then
having the schools serviced separately? As for the proposal of both Kemptville Public and South Branch becoming
dual track I actually like this idea...it makes sense, HOWEVER if this were the case why impose a border change??
Both schools would be offering the same program. Would a better recommendation for this draft not be keeping the
options open as to what school parents would like their children to attend even with the dual track? That way the dual
bus service that is being provided currently where 2 schools share they same bus can still be offered all the while
continuing to save the board money with busing. If Oxford where to close why can we not filter these students into
both South Branch and Kemptville Public as both schools would be providing the Dual Track program anyhow? It just
seems SO many children would be forced to be uprooted from schools that remain open! How many students attend?
I have read according to Grenville Family of schools Profile page for Oxford that there are only 100 students there.
That certainly doesn't seem like a huge impact between 2 schools to filter those students into both South Branch and
Kemptville Public. This current recommendation draft would force not only 100 student out of a school but 100'S!!!!
That's completely ridiculous! If you look at South Branch's profile we have 80 student spaces available. Why are we
not utilizing that? While Kemptville Public is over capacity when the new school opens will they not have room for
some of the children filtered out of Oxford making less of an impact on 1 school. I think my recommendation on
improving this draft would be continue with the dual track option, do NOT enforce a border change, filter students out
of Oxford to both Kemptville Public and South Branch and continue busing students for both South Branch and
Kemptville public together on the same buses to save money, although bus routes will need to be added to
accommodate new students from Oxford and students who will no longer be able to walk to Kemptville Public. I see
this as being the most beneficial for all students involved in a closure of Oxford as this would be less of an impact and
damaging to students forced to change schools. I hope that the board reconsiders this draft and makes it more
favorable to the children involved because the way it is now it most certainly is NOT!

1/30/2017 11:03 PM

10 My children would be academically and emotionally devastated to have to switch out of Kempville public school . I
would hope that the school board would grandfather in the children already attending to not disrupt their lives. We just
moved to the area and they have just settled into that school , I hope that the board will take into consideration the
enormous impact having elementary school children switching schools would have on them.

1/30/2017 10:58 PM

11 I am agreeable to recommendations 1, 3 and 4, mostly because they do not impact my family. Should the majority of
families with which these proposed items impact be opposed to such changes, I would also have concerns. I am
concerned about the 2nd recommendation. I feel it is important for our north Grenville families to be able to choose
the elementary school that best fits their family, their priorities and their child's needs. Both KPS and South Branch ps
are wonderful schools with different strengths and cultures. It is important to me to be able to choose the school for my
children with these things in mind. It is part of what makes kemptville great. My child currently attends KPS and would
have to switch to South Branch under the proposed boundaries. If feasible, I support there being French immersion
options at South Branch in the future to provide more choice and opportunities for Families and students.

1/30/2017 10:48 PM

12 Consolidating schools and making them dual track are fine, but adding school boundaries is a bad idea. We chose
South Branch because it suits our child best. Our child is terrified at the idea of switching schools. After talking with
other parents in the area, it seems my child's reaction is the most common one. Tearing children from their friends,
teachers and familiar surroundings is just cruel.

1/30/2017 10:39 PM
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13 I can understand the need to consolidate students from 4 schools into 3 if the schools are not at full capacity and it is
too costly to operate 4 schools (particularly as many in our area are aging and quite costly to repair) when the students
could fit comfortably in 3. However, I don't want cost-savings due to consolidation to lead the Government to reduce
the next fiscal year's budget by these savings. I feel our public schools are in serious need of funds for more
educational assistants and teachers, so class sizes can be reduced and students with special needs better
accommodated. I also don't want to see Oxford on Rideau close only to have KPS and South Branch students housed
in portables in large numbers. Kemptville is growing so I do hope this is being taken into account as the closure of
Oxford on Rideau is being considered. The new boundaries in Kemptville would mean my child would go to South
Branch instead of KPS. This is fine with me as long as we have access to an early French Immersion program
(perhaps this is what a single "dual-track" system is).

1/30/2017 10:36 PM

14 I understand why this is being suggested, but I can't see why there isnt a 'grandfather' system. My kids only just
transfered to South Branch when we moved here. We picked South Branch because of their arts program and my
child is heartbroken to be switching again so soon.

1/30/2017 10:33 PM

15 - The boundary lines that are currently drawn in North Grenville have a clear socio economic difference. Please look at
this as it does affect the climate of the school and it is very hard to support so many emotional and social needs. - A
January change is unrealistic. I am hopeful that North Grenville changes will be put on hold until September 2018 for
the best interest of the children. (eg. a grade 6 student living in Kemptville would be moved from KPS to South Branch
and then in Sept to North Grenville...this is not putting kids first Ideas for additional cost savings not related to ARC -
keep admin in the building at all times ( no need to pay DT's or OTs) - limit HUBS and have learning at staff meetings
in small groups instead - put the saved costs of replacing people all of the time into more man power.. Although there
is a lot for teachers to learn, after 20 years of teaching I know that small group and 1:1 instruction will far far out weigh
the benefits of any new approach or initiative we can ever come up with. If all of the people sitting in HUBS ...spent
that same amount of time with kids with only half of the number of occasional teachers being called in , I believe we
would absolutely see an increase in math and language scores all around.

1/30/2017 9:59 PM

16 I would like to say I applaud the dual track proposal. With Kemptville Public School being overcrowded and the only
school offering French Immersion in the Kemptville area there is no doubt we need more schools offering French
Immersion in the area. HOWEVER I do not support a boundary. With a boundary parents are left to choose only 1
school for their children to attend. I do not see the purpose of a border if both schools will be offering Dual Track.
Currently South Branch has space for more children and while Kemptville Public School is currently over capacity the
new school will be open by January 2018, which according to the draft these changes wouldn't come into effect till
then anyhow. Would my children be forced to switch schools because of the boundary? If that is the case PLEASE
PLEASE PLEASE "grandfather" the children who already enrolled in the schools. I can not possibly see any good in
having children switch schools let alone switch schools mid year. My children have a deep pride in South Branch and
would devastated to switch if forced. Admittedly I would be devastated also. They are thriving in their school and it is
important to us that they finish their grade school education in the school they began their schooling in. I understand
why they board is needed to close schools with low enrollments, but there has to be a better way. Thank you

1/30/2017 4:59 PM

17 I support the option for dual track attendance at both KPS and SBPS as this provides options and diversity in both
schools.

1/29/2017 8:03 AM

18 Having the schools on dual track systems, as core French is not enough for children to learn the language. I would
love to have my children in immersion French but keep them at South Branch ES

1/28/2017 10:03 AM

19 #4: I think any interest in French programming should be looked at. It is such a valuable skill to have multi languages,
especially just outside Ottawa.

1/27/2017 9:36 PM

20 I support closure of schools that are not sustainable due to small size and reallocation of resources to others. 1/27/2017 6:35 PM

21 Oxford on Rideau does not have enough students which I understand. I think parents should still be able to decide if
they want their children to go to KPS or South Branch. They should not be forced to go to a school because of
boundaries. Both schools are NOT equal and parents should have a choice for what is best for their child.

1/27/2017 2:53 PM

22 Surprised it hasn't been done earlier! 1/27/2017 2:41 PM

23 I agree with : pending interest, offer the Early Immersion program for grades K-6 in addition to the Regular
French/English program at Merrickville P.S. I DO NOT agree with the remaining recommendations...

1/27/2017 12:15 PM

24 Dual track. French. Very important. 1/27/2017 10:18 AM

25 Approve of dual track system. More and more students are opting for early French Emerson and one school cannot
support them all.

1/27/2017 7:34 AM

26 I don't agree with the boundary for kps and south branch unless current students can remain where they are Moving
that many children from their current school will cause stress and anxiety for too many children

1/27/2017 6:52 AM

27 I don't want my children to attend an over crowded school. I also don't want them to be forced to switch schools. 1/26/2017 10:18 PM
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28 consolidating an eastern portion of the current attendance boundary for Wolford PS with Merrickville PS for grades K-6
pending interest, offer the Early Immersion program for grades K-6 in addition to the Regular French/English program
at Merrickville PS Merrickville needs more options and more students attending that school will start the cycle of being
able to offer more diverse programming and retain students who might seek their education from the French Catholic
school

1/26/2017 9:58 PM

29 I like the idea of offering French immersion in Merricksville as well as at South Branch. 1/26/2017 9:45 PM

30 I think the duel track with boundaries makes sense. 1/26/2017 9:08 PM

31 I support the closure of Oxford on the rideau as there is very low attendance and amalgamating those students I. The
other schools.

1/26/2017 9:02 PM

32 Number 1 is probably inevitable, though I do not necessarily support the closure of a school. 1/26/2017 7:42 PM

33 3. consolidate Wolford P.S. 1/26/2017 6:23 PM

34 Close Oxford. Only one immersion school in Kemptville. Offer immersion at Merrickville if enough interest. 1/24/2017 3:35 PM

35 I like that all school will be dual track. I feel that all school in Ontario should be dual track. 1/24/2017 2:54 PM

36 Dual track in kemptville and the possibility of early french immersion in merrickville 12/14/2016 12:49 PM

37 I agree with all the draft recommendations except for the closure of Oxford On Rideau PS. This school has been the
best environment for my child and our area is growing in size every day, who knows what the future will hold. Give the
school another chance, I think it deserves that much! Thank you

12/13/2016 6:05 PM

38 I am supportive of items 1-3. 11/29/2016 3:54 PM

39 Only the first 2 draft recomondations directly affect our family and we support them. Some years ago we felt it
necessary to leave oxford and cross boundry to south branch. Our only concern is the busing when the new KPS
opens. Will both KPS and south branch continue to share buses or will that stop? The new KPS is quite a distance
from South Branch!

11/25/2016 9:10 AM

40 Email Received: To be honest, I stumbled across the stats page for Oxford On the Rideau… I don’t know how the
school is still open. I couldn’t run a business with on 40% filled capacity and where it costs twice the average per
student to maintain the school. And where the bus routes are only 15 mins average, I figure there could be a little
room to transport the extra 10-15 min to Kemptville. My vote is to spend the money where it will do the most good.
Good Luck… and I know that it isn’t easy for the board.

11/18/2016 8:38 AM

41 Good to close Wolford PS, however I think by closing Oxford on the Rideau PS, it will overpopulated the PS in
kemptville and children will have less of the one on one time that they need.

11/16/2016 12:37 PM

42 It is necessary to close schools that have so few students. These small schools cost a great deal of money to keep
open. There are not nearly enough opportunities for these students, and slit grades and triple grades are not providing
the best education for these students.

11/12/2016 7:59 AM

43 Not sure as I do not see where the new boundaries will be. 11/10/2016 2:13 PM

44 Dual track in both schools (#2) 11/2/2016 9:47 AM

45 I support removing the coterminous school options and creating more dual track schools in North Grenville. I support
pursuing interest for dual track at Merrickville.

11/2/2016 8:21 AM

46 I do not support "dual track"in KPS and SBPS. 11/1/2016 9:36 PM

47 Point#1 Schools being reduced from four to three makes sense. 10/25/2016 9:28 PM

48 I support points 3 and 4, because they really don't apply to my family. 10/25/2016 7:57 PM

49 the combination of schools in the same area = familiar groups of children such as they play in sports/the arts etc. in
the north grenville community

10/25/2016 2:52 PM

50 Provided the class sizes remain smaller than 21 students then I can support the realignment of school boundaries. I
would also hope that this means South Branch with be filled with elementary students and the high school students
would return to NGDHS.

10/25/2016 12:52 PM
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51 As a parent that has severe concerns with the quality of education and student support within our school I am not
opposed to having my child attend a better funded and supported school within the district. My concern lies in the
proposal of only having one option provided to the parents. Currently in the Oxford Station/Bishops Mills/Oxford Mills
area there is a serious lack of childcare available. If the alternative of adding a childcare program to the school in
order to boost enrolment then I would like the board to consider including the choice for parents to send their children
to either KPS or South Branch schools instead of limiting them to the one choice as they have done previously. As a
former bus driver I know there were routes that picked up kids for both KPS and South Branch and dropped off at both
schools. Due to the area and small number of students in the Oxford-on Rideau district I would like to see the board
accommodate a similar setup for the bussing of kids to Kemptville to attend the school of their choice.

10/21/2016 11:38 AM

52 Support number 3 10/15/2016 1:54 AM

53 #3 is fine by me and my husband #4 is excellent. as we are not Catholic it was disappointing to us when we moved to
Merrickville that the Public School did not have French Immersion but we are very much on board with a French
Immersion Program!!

10/15/2016 12:10 AM

54 - I agree with the dual track boundary to facilitate enrolments to both KPS and SB - I agree with offering early
immersion at MPS - I agree with consolidating the older smaller schools into the newer larger schools

10/14/2016 4:44 PM

55 Makes no sense to operate a half-empty school in Oxford Mills. 10/14/2016 4:30 PM

56 All of the recommendations are favourable. 10/14/2016 1:21 PM

57 I feel the recommendations as presented will benefit all students, larger school bodies opens up resources and
opportunities that smaller school bodies do not have access to. I would, however, note that the North Grenville
community also has 2 additional elementary schools with the opening of the French Public and French Catholic
elementary campuses at the former Kemptville College this year.

10/14/2016 11:58 AM

58 I feel Oxford on Rideau school has not had a fair chance in success. As a past student from Oxford school, I can say it
was a great school. Simple fast as its small, it's a wonderful community, yes back when I attended it did also have 4
portables, but it was no where close to the over population of what is going on in Kemptville schools at this time. And
they will only get worse. I believe students should be offered to attend French at Oxford. It's the way of the future

10/14/2016 6:55 AM

59 If the decision is made to close Oxford on Rideau, we do support the idea of single "dual track" attendance boundary 10/14/2016 5:50 AM

60 Offering only English classes and having the possibility for immersion. 10/13/2016 10:38 PM
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Q17 If you indicated in Q3. that you do not
support the Draft Recommendations, please
use this space to help us understand what

could be done to improve the
recommendations.

Answered: 61 Skipped: 177

# Responses Date

1 Don't like boundary, want to be able to choose where kids go! I would like my child who will be attending school in
September to be able to continue in the school in which enrolled if the changes take affect and do not want to be
forced to move.

2/6/2017 6:40 PM

2 Email received: I am a mother of children who attend South Branch in the primary grades. First and foremost what
upsets me most about this draft is the imposed attendance boundary. The board is taking options away from parents.
Parents should not be forced into 1 school when 2 schools are located so closely in town. That forces parents to
choose between 1 UCDSB or a Catholic school. If this was to occur I would be forced to switch my children out of
school they have grown up in, a school they have flourished in, and a school they have deep pride for. Parents have
also invested so much in their children's schools. Not only emotionally, but academically I don't see how uprooting a
child from a school they are flourishing in could be of any benefit. The thought of this is even stressing my kids out at
the moment. Its not as if South Branch or Kemptville Public are the schools that are closing, so why force more
children then necessary out of schools? Children's well being in my opinion (and I know every parent I have talked to
feels the same way) is NOT being put first. While I understand the boards hands are tied with less funding leading to
these school closures, but there has to be a better way to put students first. If the border was imposed as a result of
Oxford on the Rideau's closure PLEASE PLEASE allow students already enrolled in either South Branch or
Kemptville Public to remain in those schools. From what I have heard there would be a phase out/phase in process
where a "grandfather" option is a good possibility for children to stay enrolled in the schools they are already in,
however there is an understanding that this may only apply to older students and in that case I would more then likely
have children in two different school. And this would be the case for SO many families. What a nightmare. Is the plan
with the new Kemptville Public that the current bus service situation where 1 bus company has both South Branch and
Kemptville Public riding together on 1 bus to disappear and that's why the border would be imposed? If that were to
happen with a grandfather clause being allowed would these children even have a bus service or would parents be
stuck in a situation where they would have to find alternative travel into the school? I know for so many this is not an
option including my family. Being rural we rely on the the buses to take our children to and from school. In addition to
separating schools onto separate buses would this not impose a high additional cost to the board? My understanding
is the board is trying to save money with the accommodation review? I see a need for more buses with the new
Kemptville Public being built in a location in town where less children can actually walk to school, but wouldn't adding
a few more buses still be less cost then having the schools serviced separately?

2/2/2017 4:27 PM

3 I would not support the introduction of French immersion in Merrickville Public school 2/1/2017 6:37 PM

4 Keep Oxford on Rideau open to maintain numbers at south branch and kemptville public school as I do not agree with
the boundary changes and the implications.

2/1/2017 5:59 PM

5 I do not support the "Dual Track" approach to the recommendations. To offer dual track will dilute the French
Immersion programming in schools previously solely EFI.

1/31/2017 11:27 PM

6 Correct the enrolment imbalance - don't close Oxford but allow it to help the overflowing Kemptville schools. Do not
close a school mid-year Do not implement changes on this scale in such a short timeframe

1/31/2017 10:08 AM

7 Keep Oxford on the Rideau open and add French to it. That will give more options as well as putting less strain on kps
and sb

1/30/2017 11:11 PM

8 I can't believe that because I live on __________ my children will have to leave South Branch and put into portables
like sardines at Kemptville which is running at over 200% capacity. All the while South Branch had well over 100 empty
places. Is it just me or am I missing something. The projected seats filled of South branch is even supposed to lower
all the while Kemptville is supposed to continue to be over capacity.

1/30/2017 11:07 PM
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9 Grandfather the children already in attendance at SB so that they can complete to grade 6 there. At the end of the
2017/2018 school year, I will have children in the junior grades. My child have special needs. The team at SB have
instrumental in their development and it would be a great disservice to my children to move them prior to grade 7 only
to be moved again in such a short period of time. At the very least, I would cut it off at grade 2 or 3 (ie they have 3
years left).

1/30/2017 10:55 PM

10 Please keep Oxford Mills Open! My child is doing so well. Change and more children will distract. 1/30/2017 10:50 PM

11 According to the "map" I will be forced to send my child to KPS when I had planned to walk my child to South Branch
because we live closer to SB. This is ridiculous. According to this I won't be allowed to pick what school my child
attends. Pulling thousands of students and rearranging their schooling. Can you imagine the amount of chaos that
would cause? Not just for the schools, parents and teachers, but think of all the children who suddenly get ripped
away from their best friends. You may as well move them to a new town! And you want to close a school! Like the
classrooms weren't packed enough! This is the worst idea i've ever heard of. I might just move to a different town
because of this.

1/30/2017 10:45 PM

12 I would hate for my child to be uprooted from our home school that our child has learned to be comfortable at and love
just because of where we live, not meeting 'boundary' requirements

1/30/2017 10:43 PM

13 Do not close a school if the alternative is to move children to a school that is already at capacity or will become over
capacity. Closing Oxford-On-Rideau is a foolish move at this point in time. With Kemptville growing, closing a school
only to have neighbouring schools become over capacity is a poor business move. Before closing schools, attempts
should be made to address needs of families to encourage enrollment. Having schools in the right place also includes
having programming and supports in the right place.

1/30/2017 2:02 PM

14 My family and I disagree with the boundary changes of both South Branch P.S and Kemptville P.S. My family and I
strongly recommend that children that reside in the Kemptville postal code jurisdiction (K0G 1J0) should have a choice
of what school to attend. If there is absolutely no way for the proposed boundries to change, children that are currently
attending South Branch P.S or Kemptville P.S from J/K to 6 should be grandfathered into the school they are currently
attending. If children absolutely must change schools they should not be doing so in January but in September 2018.
That big of a transition ( new school, new teachers, new classmates ) will be too much of a challenge for most students
to undertake in the middle of a school year especially for the younger students and students with special needs.

1/28/2017 9:45 PM

15 Keep Oxford on Rideau open and introduce French immersion and before and after care. We have many many homes
being built in North Grenville and need space for children. Immediately after being. Holy portables were needed at St
Michaels high school because the number of students were underestimated. Do not make the same mistake.

1/28/2017 10:18 AM

16 We are very happy with Kemptville public school and it has been difficult for two of our kids to transition into school
and things are finally going well. It has taken a lot of hard work on the part of our children and the school to have
school be a positive experience. A change would seriously impact the well being of my children as they are finally
doing well socially. Taking them away from familiar peers and staff would cause a lot of anxiety. We do not support the
boundary change that would force our kids to change to South Branch.

1/27/2017 11:06 PM

17 I don't support the closure of Oxford as it creates over crowding in the two remaining schools. I also don't support the
new boundary lines as this will disrupt current students or families who have been going to one school and are
comfortable there. Current students should be grandfathered if it goes forward. Oxford should remain open as it is
important to the community of oxford mills.

1/27/2017 8:03 PM

18 Keep Oxford on the Rideau open and have all the schools be dual track, allowing the students from that area the
opportunity to participate in the French immersion program at their local school rather than pushing KPS and SB over
their capacity.

1/27/2017 2:30 PM

19 I do not have any suggestions at this point in time as I am still processing the recommendations. 1/27/2017 2:19 PM

20 IF needed, the closure of Oxford school should be up to the parents on where to send their children moving forward
and not under the division of a boundry. This potentially snowballs to the children and families who are already at KPS
and SB and could affect thier desires and lifestyles. I for one do NOT like KPS and do not want to be forced to attend
the school on accordance of a boundry. (IF that should happen). We toured the schools and made our choice and that
choice should NOT be taken away from my family until we decide to do so. Our child also attends daycare/before and
after care in the immediate vicinity of the school and this could disrupt the convenience of having access to that
facility. I suggest, allowing the parents of Oxford to decide on the school of choice for their children as the number to
transfer is quite small and to NOT implement boundries.

1/27/2017 12:15 PM

21 Closing oxford Boundary choices....I hear there is a west/east of 44 decision on boundary. This takes away our choice
as to what school our children attend. They can not be enrolled with their friends and we can not make a choice as to
what school we think is best. And for children already attending the "wrong school" they should be grandfathered in so
as to not too them from the place they've come to love. Doesny make sense...the bus that comes down our rural
street picks up both school students....will busing change with the new school opening and the new boundaries?

1/27/2017 10:18 AM

22 Do not approve of our children being removed from their current school to accommodate new boundaries. 1/27/2017 7:34 AM
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23 How can you ask kids to switch schools when they have 2years left at a school. You need to allow kids who are grade
3 or further to remain in same school. We chose south school for a reason (partly teaching staff was better and
nicer)now you think you can tell me where to send my child and I have to be ok with that!!!!! That is unacceptable and
you would force me to be put I. Financial difficulty as we would have to move to keep our child in the school we chose.
And yes we would as that's what we would do for our child. I ask you to please look into allowing current children to
remain at current schools. Change is hard enough for kids without then having to try to make new friends and fit in and
get comfortable on a new school with teachers and keep grades up! This is NOT ok.

1/27/2017 7:16 AM

24 Leave the current students where they are regarding kps and south branch 1/27/2017 6:52 AM

25 Closing Oxford is messy and challenging for the Public when they/we see a "new" school being put into the old KCAT.
Although it's a different board, that is lost on most people who see the barrier of red tape costing taxpayers. Closing a
school in any small community changes and challenges the citizens who want to see their hometown stay alive. Is
there anyway to promote/encourage an exchange? Obviously there has to be a more reallocation of student
population. The NGDHS students have 5 classrooms originally designed for SB (3 portables, 2 rooms in SB). Is there
long range plans in place now to house our growing population as they enter secondary school? Regardless of where
you put them in elementary, they're expected to all fit at NGDHS. The math doesn't add up. It's a nice challenge to
have but how is it being addressed? The boundary system is preventing the urban core of Kemptville from walking to
school. Students will likely not be permitted by parents to cross highway 43 as it is an extremely busy artery in all
directions. A more natural and safe alternative would be for them to attend South Branch but the boundaries as
presented do not allow for that. Grandfathering students is tricky - does that mean younger siblings yet to register in
school will be grandfathered too?

1/26/2017 9:58 PM

26 Really wish closing Oxford wasnt one of the recommendations 1/26/2017 9:08 PM

27 I do not support offering dual track at both schools when for so long they have been divided. The children will lose
friends they have been with for years. As parents we made the choice to send our child to a specific school, why are
the boundaries being re drawn. It willalso increase the budget of both schools to have both core french and french
immersion offered.

1/26/2017 9:02 PM

28 They should have made KPS larger when building to take on the students from oxford on rideau...or just dont close
oxford!

1/26/2017 8:51 PM

29 Grandfather in the students that are already attending South Branch and KPS if thd parents should decide to jeep their
children jn the school they ate already enrolled in. Ie: we are east of #44 but my kids attend South Branch and we
would like to keep them there.

1/26/2017 8:43 PM

30 I have not seen mention of how new students to buildings will be accommodated. More bodies does not necessarily
mean better for all if space becomes an issue.

1/26/2017 8:34 PM

31 I do not support the dual track attendence boundry as indicated in number 2. 1/26/2017 7:42 PM

32 It will be very disruptive to the younger children's learning to switch schools mid year in January 2018. I believe that to
be unacceptable. It will be a big shock to their little overwhelmed minds. Some of their friends will not be moving, new
teacher, new school and will not be beneficial to their learning environment. The switch should be optional until
September 2019.

1/26/2017 7:12 PM

33 My children will be made to switch schools due to the new boundaries, and we chose South Branch over KPS for a
reason. We're also concerned about class sizes and split classes

1/26/2017 7:10 PM

34 I don't feel it's fair we have to move our child that is already enrolled in a particular school. This could hurt my
Children's learning

1/26/2017 6:47 PM

35 I am not a fan of realigned boundaries for the Kemptville schools. We took great time and care to select a great school
for our growing family, even moving to a subdivision that would be in biking distance for our kids in future years to the
new KPS site. This is wellness for our family. I can't imagine this changing now for myself or for the families that have
had similar plans for their children to attend a certain school.

1/26/2017 6:23 PM

36 I just moved here and my kids are finally settled down in their new school south branch. Now I might have to get them
to change schools again because I'm on the wrong side of highway 44 makes no sense. Why are we not informed of
this prior to putting our kids in this school. I'm sure this agenda was on the table last year. My kids love south branch
and to be 1km away from the zone is just wrong.

1/26/2017 6:12 PM

37 Parents should be able to have the option of choosing either South Branch or KPS for their children and should not
just be drafted off to a school even though both schools are within a 10 minutes drive of each other.

1/26/2017 5:32 PM

38 If there is a need to put in place an attendance boundary for Kemptville P.S. and South Branch P.S., then there is also
a need to offer the early immersion program at both schools. It is unfair to limit children's learning resources based on
what side of town they reside on.

1/26/2017 5:19 PM

39 No boundries for children already attending specific schools- perhaps for future enrolement students only. 1/26/2017 3:36 PM
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40 For the move I believe that students enrolled now should be grandfathered in so they don't need to switch schools. 1/26/2017 3:35 PM

41 I do not understand if my children will be required to change school with the change in "a single “dual track”
attendance boundary" if introduced. If my children will be expected to change schools I will not support that. I do not
want my children to have to change schools.

1/24/2017 2:54 PM

42 I have a child who attends this school. I initially really wanted my child to go to another school but because of where
we lived we had to go to Oxford On Rideau. I'm very impressed with this school and glad my child goes there and
wouldn't change that for anything. My child has come such a long way with the help of the teachers and especially the
atmosphere there. It's important for kids to feel comfortable in their surroundings and I don't think there's one kid that
feels uncomfortable going to Oxford On Rideau. There is no bullying, it's like one big happy family. My child has never
had a day where they didn't want to go to school, my child loves it there. Thank you for listening and I know I'm only
one parent but I hope I can make a difference!

12/19/2016 10:40 AM

43 Email received: My wife and I wanted to take some time to write you regarding our opinions on the possibility of school
closures in our region. We have a particular interest in this topic as our children currently attend one of the schools on
the closure list (Oxford on Rideau). Before the end of the school year last June, we had heard rumors of potential
undesired changes to the school structure and the possibility of a closure, so we decided to investigate options. We
looked at various factors in making our decision including speaking with other parents who had children going to
different schools in the area, data published on the over-all performance of the schools as well as visiting a school we
felt might be a good match for our children. Our investigation led us to the opinion that there really were only two
school options we felt were suited to the future education we want for our children, Holy Cross and Oxford on Rideau
(where they were and still are attending). We decided in order to do some due diligence, that we should visit Holy
Cross to see it for ourselves. After some back and forth moments, including discussing with our children and the
principals at both Holy Cross and Oxford on Rideau, we decided to keep our children at Oxford. Our reasons for such:
1. We found the class sizes and general congestion in Holy Cross to be much greater than in Oxford 2. The idea that
microphones were used to help children hear the teachers in Holy Cross was an indicator to us that there is a
possibility that the class sizes are too large for one teacher to manage 3. Oxford teachers ALWAYS have the time to
meet with us and give us feedback on how our children are progressing While we don’t have experience with this
aspect from Holy Cross, we don’t see how, with larger class sizes, we can possibly get the same type of feedback 4.
We know one of the concerns with these smaller, outlying area schools is general state of buildings. However, we
didn’t find Holy Cross to be kept in any better shape than Oxford We have also found out a very considerable amount
of money is being granter to the board for improvement, if these schools are closed, where is all this money going? 5.
Our Children; our children are happy at Oxford. This isn’t to say they wouldn’t be happy at Holy Cross (or another
school for that matter) as well but when children are happy and comfortable in an educational environment and are
uprooted from this they’re left at a disadvantage for the first few months as they adjust to the change compared to
other kids who have already been attending that school 6. We felt the advantages of a small school outweighed the
advantages of a larger school. While children at a larger school can partake in more sports activities or have different
extracurricular activities at their disposal, our children at a small school are UNIQUE and celebrated as individuals. Our
children have also been involved in activities at a younger age that aren’t available until older grades at larger schools.
This is just our particular story, we urge you to not simply look at data on a computer screen. Go out to these schools
and see for yourself the general state of the schools, the happiness of the children, the care the teachers put into their
classrooms as well as the general state of congestion in the school. Don’t be swayed by school administrators, go to
each school, talk with the kids, make an informed decision. Some other factors to keep in mind while making these
decisions; What will happen with the empty building abandoned by the school board? Will there not be a cost
associated with keeping the building in proper state so it doesn’t become a hazard to the community? Kemptville has
a population projection of doubling by 2028, we feel it’s safe to assume kids will come with this growth. The schools in
Kemptville are already either close to or over capacity as it stands. Add to this kids coming from the closures as well
as kids moving into the community and we’ll be way over capacity. The Board is attempting to sell these closures on
underutilized space, however in the report regarding the closure possibilities there is plan for expansion projects to
take place in the schools that are to be kept open. So, we don’t believe this is just a matter of low enrolment or
underutilized space. Why not amalgamate some of the smaller schools that are really struggling with some of the
other smaller schools that aren’t as bad off instead of simply closing most rural schools and jamming our kids into
schools that are already overloaded? This keeps a rural based school environment option for those who feel that’s
best for their family as well as avoids overloading already heavily loaded Kemptville schools. My wife and I are well
educated people. We both hold down good careers, and are capable of making informed decisions. We urge you to go
out to the schools and make an informed decision. We moved to the country while having our young family so that
they could be provided with a lifestyle they simply can’t have in the city, educational environment being part of that.
However the school board’s decision to close many rural schools takes some of that opportunity away from our
children as well as many others. It means our children will now have to spend more time sitting on a bus, heading to
an overcrowded school away from the country lifestyle we are trying to instill upon them. All to make things more
convenient for the governing bodies.

12/5/2016 9:01 AM

44 I do not support item 4. I believe Merrickville PS is too small to support a dual track system. 11/29/2016 3:54 PM

45 You should offer immersion to Oxford and keep it open. With the growth of Kemptville and area, you will regret losing
Oxford. And you are losing some students to the Catholic board that attende Oxford.

11/25/2016 5:11 PM
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46 I don't agree with closing rural schools. These schools are a crucial part of the communities they serve and to close
any of them will decrease property values, increase daycare and commuting costs for families, in many cases will
make participation in extra curricular activities unfeasable for families, all ultimately leading to the demise of the small-
town way of life. In many cases families moved from large centres to these communities to provide a safer and more
student-centric education and environment for their families and commute to urban areas for work. Closing the schools
that are drawing new growth to our communities will stop that growth and further deplete our tax base, eventually
leading to even further budget cuts.

11/15/2016 7:26 PM

47 Oxford on Rideau has been at a disadvantage for years - this school needs before and after care and dual track french
immersion to which will attract more families to the school and will help alleviate the over crowding in Kemptville
schools (current KPS and impending with all the development going on in Kemptville). I also worry that putting South
Branch as a dual track school will take emphasis off their amazing qualities (such as art). In a few years time both
South Branch and Kps will have many portables and overcrowding will affect our children's education.

11/14/2016 9:50 AM

48 Dual track schools are a nightmare! It cause divides within a school building and forces parents who have chosen not
to put their children into French immersion to put them in because core classes are filled with behaviour and special
needs students. Trying to timetable these schools is problematic and undermines the basic programming of the
school, to many transitions, classroom changes, teachers, lack of continuity, everything becomes choppy instead of
fluid. I would question Is Early French Immersion really working for the Upper Canada School Board, Are we asking a
primarily English speaking community to force putting their children into a program that they cannot support. Are the
children getting what they need in Early primary a good solid base in self regulation skills, problem solving English and
Marh. Perhaps EQAO SCORES are a result of asking teachers and students to do many things? Perhaps a late
Immersion option should be put back in place, keep KPS early Immersion and provide a late Immersion option at
South Branch.

11/12/2016 7:59 AM

49 I don't know what the answer is but Kemptville schools are going to bust at the seems in the next couple of years
(already an issue at north Grenville high school). Instead of closing oxford on the Rideau maybe improving what is
offered at this school. Rural families want their kids to be taught close to home. KPS will have all the flashy new
amenities and soon enough the place won't be big enough for all the children. it is time to be creative!! What are your
opportunities with a rural school? This should be looked upon as a gem rather than a hinderance. X millions of dollars
to spend a year you can make this work. Make oxford on the Rideau a place where many families want to send their
children.

11/4/2016 9:18 PM

50 I do not like that more students will be added solely to South Branch ES. Yes, the school does have 2 extra rooms
THIS year, that are being used by the high school, but I fear that the addition of students from Oxford will push the
students into those rooms and beyond to the portables (also currently used by NGDHS). In turn, this will over crowd
the already overflowing NGDHS that will not be ready to accommodate even more growth (due to the flow back into
the school, adding more portables.) I would be more comfortable with the decision if a non-immersion stream was
added to the KPS to accommodate the new students and that the size of the new school currently under construction
would be increased to accommodate students.

11/4/2016 3:06 PM

51 You also need to consider the economic impact of closing a school. Who is going to buy a house in that area if their
children will need to sit on a bus for >1hr? Real estate will suffer. The community will suffer even more than it already
is. The school houses things like brownies, etc and is a community hub. The board offices are also in there - a good
chunk of the school is occupied and those operating costs cannot all be assumed to be per child cost.

11/2/2016 9:07 AM

52 I think rural schools are the life blood of their areas, cost reductions should be made at another level if possible. 10/30/2016 4:09 PM

53 Point #2 needs to be reworded or needs more detail prior to me ever agreeing to it. The recommendations need to be
clear and concise for people to understand what your saying. You don't want any input. You already made your
descision. Point # 3 & 4 seems crazy travel time for little people going to school and added expenses for busses and
gas. If student enrolment is declining so drastically like you say it is. Bring back the one room school houses.

10/25/2016 9:28 PM

54 Closing a school in a growing community where there is a huge influx of families and young children might bout be a
great solution for future planning.

10/25/2016 7:57 PM

55 Do not close Oxford-on-Rideau Public School. It is in the only school in this immediate area for Oxford Mills. I
attended this school when I was a child and my 3 children attend Oxford and love this school.

10/21/2016 10:49 AM

56 I believe that the growing North Grenville area would be better served if Oxford-on-Rideau was better utilized by
providing dual track french immerssion and before and after care.

10/18/2016 9:30 AM

57 With North Grenville growing as fast as it is, keep Oxford open and give it dual track french/english. We have he space
and the kemptville schools are going tk be maxed out and the children shoved into portables. Nobody should have to
go in a steel box to go to school! Rural kids need the rural schools otherwise the time for necessary bussing is longer
and that lengthens their whole day which takes away the reason people oive in rural areas. We dont want them in city
environment or we would live there to start with. Use the extra space at oxford and bring the dual track there and
leave kps and south branch alone as they are almost at capacity.

10/14/2016 9:37 AM
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58 Kemptville is growing at a fast rate and schools are built based on the current number of students, so out of date
already. The new KPS will likely be overcapacity the day it opens, as was NGDHS. NGDHS now sends students to
South Branch for class, so these classrooms would be taken back if Oxford moves there? What about the high school
students currently using them? And the increasing populations at NGDHS? I have been told there are only 2 empty
classrooms at South Branch; all of Oxford, spread over the appropriate grades, will only use 2 classrooms worth of
space? So, South Branch will be over crowded, if Oxford joins them, NGDHS will have to further limit their curriculum
with even fewer available classrooms and KPS will be using portables as some South Branch students transfer over
(as always happens when a new school is built). 3 overcrowded schools, limiting the educational opportunities and
attention of all students, or keep Oxford open. Perhaps a re-jigging of the school boundaries would take some load off
of South Branch, move some students to Oxford, and thereby further assist NGDHS to offer a wider ranging
curriculum.

10/14/2016 8:22 AM

59 Kemptville schools are already overloaded. Kemptville is a growing community. Kemptville schools do not offer a rural
base educational environment that many families in this area are looking for. The Jan 2018 middle of the school year
switch is stressful on children. If the switch must happen it should allow children to finish out their school year in full.
There are many errors in key details in the report. Example: the report states that children may chose to attend St.
Michaels Elementry school instead of a UCDSB schhool. However, St. Michaels is not an elementary school. Holy
Cross is the board alternative elementary school and is actually closer to Oxford then south branch (the report
indicates the board alternative is further than south branch).

10/14/2016 5:50 AM

60 Oxford on Rideau's enrolment would double if French and / or bussing from daycarea in the area would be introduced. 10/13/2016 9:42 PM

61 I would like to see Oxford-On-Rideau stay open. I would like to find an alternate way to meet the boards
recommendations. I feel that the rural area around North Grenville wold benefit from maintain a school for its rural
students. I believe the only reason why the projected numbers for Oxford-On-Rideau show enrollment decline is
because of the constant warning of closure over the years which has driven people away from the school. I will
research into how it would be possible to get the schools capacity to a sustainable level. Trying to put schools at over
100% capacity seems to be a short term solution. North Grenville is growing and this seems to setup adding portables
to south branch and KPS in the near future. The recommendation could improve by finding a way to keep the school
open and increase the enrollment. My opinion is fresh and I will conduct some research to see how we can make an
alternate recommendation

10/13/2016 9:07 PM
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Q18 If you indicated in Q3. that you have an
alternative to the Draft Recommendations,

please use this space to describe your
alternative(s) in greater detail.

Answered: 31 Skipped: 207

# Responses Date

1 I strongly feel that Merrickville P.S should receive a minimal number of students from Wolford, to make sure it does not
become overcrowded. I do not want to see portapaks at MPS. Students in these portapaks are disconnected from the
school community and five months of the year they need coats and boots to go back and forth to the school. Our
special needs child currently attends MPS, we do not want our child to be placed in a portapak. Instead of offering
French immersion at MPS, offer that program at Oxford. Make Oxford duel track, as they have the space.

2/6/2017 6:41 PM

2 Grandfather children already enrolled in schools to allow them to stay there. Enforce only for new students. 2/6/2017 6:40 PM

3 Email received: I think my recommendation on improving this draft would be continue with the dual track option, do
NOT enforce a border change, filter students out of Oxford to both Kemptville Public and South Branch and continue
busing students for both South Branch and Kemptville public together on the same buses to save money, although bus
routes will need to be added to accommodate new students from Oxford and students who will no longer be able to
walk to Kemptville Public. I see this as being the most beneficial for all students involved in a closure of Oxford as this
would be less of an impact and damaging to students forced to change schools. I hope that the board reconsiders this
draft and makes it more favorable to the children involved because the way it is now it most certainly is NOT!

2/2/2017 4:27 PM

4 It would be a mistake to close Oxford on Rideau P.S. The OoR students are to be sent to South Branch P.S. which is
currently over crowded. Where are the OoR student population to be housed? I assume portables would be needed to
house the increased population. Will they be purchased or moved from somewhere else? Will the price of portables,
the cost to heat, provide hydro, telephone and internet service to each portable be saving money over keeping OoR
open? Will the increased population at South Branch Public School allow every student to have the time to go to the
gym daily and get a decent amount of time at the computer lab? Will the washrooms be able to handle the increased
population? Why not change the school boundaries to alleviate the overpopulation of South Branch Public School and
move some to Oxford on Rideau?

1/31/2017 7:49 PM

5 Oxford on Rideau should remain open. North Grenville does NOT have a surplus space problem, it has an imbalance.
Fix the imbalance! North Grenville population continues to grow and isn't slowing down. Further, more people are
moving to rural locations. Change boundaries to pull more Kemptville kids into Oxford. Provide enhance programming
at Oxford. Provide daycare at Oxford. Do something to fix the imbalance! Oxford is a great school and parents chose
to send their children there. It's not the same as closing an urban school and consolidating with another urban school.
This is a rural school that we chose to send our children to. Perhaps others don't see Oxford's value - but I bet they
didn't send their children there! The majority of parents of Oxford students want to see the school stay open. Is French
Immersion the answer? Maybe - it would bring the kids back that have crossed boundary to attend FI at KPS. But the
board has also done nothing to promote Oxford and we've been hearing forever that the school is going to close, so
parents are choosing to send their children elsewhere since they don't want to go through a closure. Neither do we!
But we want our rural school option. IF Oxford is closed, closing mid-year is unacceptable. Parents will not send their
children to a school that is closing mid-year. Provide an avenue of communication with the school to work on a
strategy together. We understand the board's suggestion to provide dual track to all schools, but the implementation
timeline is too tight! The implications are not well understood or appreciated at this point. Take a phased in approach -
implement EFI at Oxford, perhaps change some boundaries to include more children at Oxford, promote Oxford and
see how the population there is affected by the changes. Then, after a few years of purposeful planning, implement
dual track at SB and KPS if so desired. Correct the imbalance among the schools. Lastly, the government of Ontario
should be spending 2/3 of infrastructure money on repair and restoration of existing buildings over new builds and
additions. Put that money into Oxford. There isn't a surplus space issue, the UCDSB has a surplus in their budget this
year, put some TLC into the gem of a school out in Oxford Mills. You have the right schools in the right places - just
use them better!

1/31/2017 10:08 AM

6 Let the children at South branch finish elementary school there. Grandfather them in. 1/30/2017 11:07 PM

7 Slow down. Perform a needs assessment and environmental scan of issues facing individual rural schools. If parents
are identifying child care, french immersion or something else as a barrier to attending their local school, attempts
should be made to encourage enrollment. This fosters a sense of community and belonging, boosts local markets,
keeps children connected to rural communities/farming and ENSURES ALL FAMILIES IN THE UCDSB FEEL
VALUED.

1/30/2017 2:02 PM
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8 Ensure that there is no disruption to the school year by other schools, if KPS opens in January 2018 (Oxford on
Rideau remains open for the 2017-18 school year and boundaries do NOT change during a school year, uprooting
staff and most importantly students)

1/28/2017 6:46 PM

9 Leave everything the way it is. Our family of schools never received any of the money that triggered these
recommendations and thus we should not be included in this review.

1/27/2017 8:37 PM

10 It may be too late but put some funding into oxford. It has low attendance because it doesn't offer French or
after/before care. Parents send their kids to town centre schools for these programs...but face longer bus times. If
oxford was close to me...if want my children attending a small nurtured school....but they NEED French and care
programs. If funding is not given to oxford u r suffocating the rural experience and forcing children to be piled on
crowded buses for trips that take over an hour one way to giant schools that are overloaded.

1/27/2017 10:18 AM

11 Grandfather current students. Clarify new boundaries. 1/27/2017 7:34 AM

12 If by "effective January 2018", means a change in schools and teaching staff in January 2018, this is competely
unreasonable and too disruptive for everyone. The effects of this change mid-year would have numerous negative
consequences. Changes are only reasonable for the beginning of a school year, and must be well thought out and
planned, taking into account the people inside the schools and all families concerned.

1/26/2017 11:06 PM

13 Keep Oxford Mills and use it as a grade 7 and 8 school. It solves the challenges at NG so their students can attend
school under the same roof, it frees up 2 more classrooms at SB so the urban core of Kemptville can walk to school
and it helps the community. Creating opportunity for students to walk saves money with fewer buses and
demonstrates commitment to a green policy. There are other schools in the board who have their 7 and 8 students not
attending a high school (Smiths Falls being one).

1/26/2017 9:58 PM

14 I don't support the new boundaries running further south and east beyond the proposed new Kemptville PS
boundaries. It would make more sense to have it run down Johnston / Rock road with the east side being Kemptville
Public and west of Rock road being south branch. It's a difference of about 800 meteres and only impacts a few
students, but makes for a more linear catchment area.

1/26/2017 9:32 PM

15 Close Oxford on the Rideau, keep Kemptville public school as french immersion, keep South Branch as core french. 1/26/2017 9:02 PM

16 I feel that school closures in small communities should be the last resort rather than the first. Finding efficiencies
should start with management/board level cuts rather than core education services! Creative use of surplus space in
each school and revenue-generating use of facilities outside of school hours and during the summers could be
explored as well. Fight to save our schools instead of closing them down and killing our communities!

11/15/2016 7:26 PM

17 Oxford needs before and after care (the survey's that go out to current families does not represent the need in the
area - us current families have made alternate arrangements for our children - parents who don't have flexible
schedules can not chose Oxford to begin with).

11/14/2016 9:50 AM

18 Do not close Oxford on Rideau. Rural schools are important and parents choose rural schools in their communities for
a reason. North Grenville is set to burst at the seams with new population growth, remove the overlap of school
boundaries and instate dual track french/english at Oxford. The draft proposal has KPS at over capacity when it first
opens and South Branch not far behind. While enrollment in general is lower across the province, North Grenville itself
is expected to grow substantially over the next 2 decades and there's no point in closing a school only to shove
children into portables. Allow children to attend schools close to home and not have to endure a longer than necessary
bus ride. Not to mention the increased costs for busing! All the increased money invested into transporting children
across the county could be invested to reduce the FCI. While we understand that the board is trying to minimize its
bottom line, packing children into a school far away from home is not an acceptable solution when there is a perfectly
good school within their community.

11/2/2016 9:07 AM

19 What about going with a middle school (6-8) as they do in other school boards? Maybe using the old KPS for this. 10/28/2016 5:47 PM

20 Some schools may need to be closed due to declining enrolment but driving small children to another location means
that the kids can be on a bus more than an hour. For older children the time travel may not matter. For little ones
going to all day kindergarten travel time on the bus for more than an hour could mean risking the children missing
there stop to go home. I don't think that's fair for little kids. The kids should be going to school in there own town and
spend less time travelling to get to school. If this is the choice then the kids would be better off in private schools in
the area or home schooled. You need to be revelant as well as well as cost effective. It's like you waited too long and
now have to take drastic measures. If that's the case the use the basements of churches in the children's towns to
school them.

10/25/2016 9:28 PM

21 Yes, the plans for the feeder schools are understandable. But, what about all the changes occurring at north Grenville
that aren't being addressed? Such as not enough staff to create more classes to accommodate the needs of students,
students in grade 9 having spares, the students having to use an elementary school for their lockers in which case my
child has missed the bus 7 times due to alone in the last 3 weeks. Improvements need to be made, these students are
not receiving assistance in this growing period when they need it the most.

10/15/2016 5:57 PM
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22 The North Grenville area is growing rapidly and all South Branch and KPS spaces will be filled before long and
portables will probably be brought in. I believe that the spaces at Oxford on Rideau can be filled by slightly changing
school boundaries or by offering French Immersion. I strongly disagree with the boards move toward "super schools."
Small schools have a community feel and are much better for student success.

10/15/2016 8:05 AM

23 Merrickville PS accepts a limited number of Wolford students in order not to overcrowd the school. Portapacks are
NOT the answer and no parent wants their child to spend their school day in isolation in a portapack. Instead offer
French immersion at Oxford on Rideau to releave empty pupil spaces at that school. This would free up space at
Kemptville P.S and those students could once again enjoy gym once a day and visit a computer lab on a daily basis !

10/14/2016 7:59 PM

24 Given that there is a very real possibility that the new KPS will quickly reach a point where portables will be required
(with the ongoing development in and around Kemptville), it may make more sense to adjust the current school
boundaries to move additional students to Oxford-on-Rideau.

10/14/2016 7:52 PM

25 If French immersion was offered at Oxford on rideau I feel enrollment would increase. 10/14/2016 1:03 PM

26 Offer French immersion at Oxford on Rideau Change the boundaries for the schools the reduce the in town schools
and increase the out of town boundaries

10/14/2016 12:33 PM

27 why not keep South Branch public school open and close Kemptville. Why do the country kids always have to go to
the town. Going to a rural school is far better for the children and they could learn more about how we grow our own
food etc. If this is not possible I do not support any of the recommendations.

10/14/2016 10:15 AM

28 Redraw the boundary lines for Oxford on Rideau school to include closer areas. With all the new homes and
development in Kemptville the other schools will quickly become full. Allow Oxford to offer an immersion program to
reduce the stress and size on KPS which is already at capacity. KPS will have an entire new neighbourhood by next
year added to their boundary (200 homes going in beside the food basics store) If Oxford offered french immersion
then the entine subdivision of Stonehaven& Meadow Glen would be able to attend there with the boundary lones the
way they are now.

10/14/2016 8:03 AM

29 Offer up french immersion and before and after school care (or Kemptville daycare based pick up) at Oxford on
Rideau and this will help with enrollment numbers at this facility. The declining enrollment in this facility is a result of
the lack of these two items as well as rumors about pending closure. The result would be three dual track school with
equal capacity utilization (as opposed to two over loaded schools). This would also maintain the rural based facility
some families are looking for and reduce some potentially long bus routes.

10/14/2016 5:50 AM

30 If Oxford on Rideau Public School was brought up to par with the other kemptville schools in respect to French
immersion and in school before and after schools care programs the enrollment would increase and elevate the
surplus in the other schools. It's a fact that 94 students cross boundary to attend KPS for the french immersion
program to date.

10/13/2016 10:29 PM

31 I am not familiar with the Merrickville/Wolford portion of recommendations. However, I do know that many children
whose closest school is Oxford on Rideau are nevertheless attending school in Kemptville because Oxford's French
and before/after care options do not meet their families' needs/preferences. I believe that were Oxford to be brought
up to par with its Kemptville counterparts in these areas, its enrolment would increase, simultaneously relieving the
overcrowding in Kemptville.

10/13/2016 9:34 PM
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